
Decedent dies
Decedent did 
not have a Will 
(Intestate)

Decedent 
had a Will 
(Testate)

Determine approximate 
value of all Decedent's 

assets and debts

Petition Court

Court grants Petition 
and sets hearing date

Notice of Hearing
ο Publish in newspaper
ο Mail to interested parties
ο Mail to known creditors

Court issues...

File Inventory
States exact value of 
Decedent's assets and 
debts on date of death

Pay claims and
distribute assets

File tax return
ο Individual return for year of death
ο Estate tax return 9 mo. after date       
of death

File Final Account

Includes heirs, devisees, kids, 
spouses, creditors, beneficiaries
& others having a property right          
in the estate of Decedent who 
may be affected by the 
proceeding

If testate, then 
Nominated 
Personal 

Representative
petitions

If intestate, then 
Interested Party 

petitions

If testate, 
Letters
Testamentary

If intestate, 
Letters of 
General 
Administration

Fi
rs

t 1
 to

 3 
m

on
th

s

"Typical" uncontested
probates take

6 to 12 months to complete

The Probate Process in Minnesota
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